- COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 5.

vs. 1-12

This section of verses is also k
i{s the start of the Sermon on the ;zzﬁta:hEZE
antil the conclusion of.chapter 7. The Sermon onw
defined as Fhe principles and ideals of 1ife Ehe g -
germon in Galilee, after choosing the 12. The réa o for Rl
S5 to jnstruct His disciples in the ways of the KzondfOr i i 7
as about what Jesus wanted to accomplish, feToRe | T eatsEs

Jesus describes in the Beatitudes;
the ideals of Kingdom subjects.
should be: poor in spirit(humility,
mourning(there are appropriate times to mourn; especially to
those lost in sin), meek(gentle and submit themselve to yGodsmO:rn €or
in this case), hunger and thirst for rightesousness, merciful Ezzl?e
heart, peacemakers, and individuals who may be persecuted beéaﬁse :2
their faith. Their privileges are that they will be blessed (or made
happy) by the promise that they will have a part in the eternal
kingdom, will be comforted, shown mercy, see God, called Gods®
children, and have their reward in heaven.

"“Beatitudes", This
i1l continue through

the character, privileges, and
The characteristics of Christians
not thinking highly of ourselves),

vs. 13-16:

‘Salt was a valuable commodity in that day. It was used to season
food, among other things. We as Christians should be spreading the
Gospel and in that way, helping "people cope with life, and most
importantly, find the way to God. If we have lost our purpose or are
not pursuing it, then we are as worthless as salt that is no 1longer

salty. :

Christians are to be the 1light of the world, shining on the
wickedness of man and showing the path to salvation. We shine our
lights not only by what we say, but by what we do. These good deeds
and good words are not to be witheld but to be done that people may
praise God for His love, which was shown to them by Gods' people.

vs. 17-20: 2

Jesus informs the people that He is going to fulfill the Law and
the Prophets. He will live a perfect and holy 1ife as the Law taught
and will fulfill the prophecies concerning the coming Messiah. He is
the total fulfillment.

Jesus informs the people that their righteousness is to exceed
the Pharisees. The Pharisees were well known for their strict
‘adherence to the Law in their effort to be righ?eous. .Jesush gzzi bz:

. to show that righteousness in not just shown iR outside be a; gt
~ in the attitude in one's heart. For Christiéns, we C:“htezusness
tally righteous through faith in Christ. This is the Tig

which yill exceed the Pharisees.

vs, 21-263 Law abou

Jesus reminds his hearers concerning the La 2 angry, speak with
goes on to show that it is just as wrong ti ee O e enedd
ipt, or accuse a person of having no valueé.
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