COMMENTARY

GOSPEL OF MARK
Chapter 1
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Mark begins straightway with his proposition that Jesus is the
son of God and that the life of Jesus is Good News (meaning of the
word: GOSPEL). He emphasizes that the events took place in accordance
with God's plan; when he quotes Isaiah (prophesied between 740-680

B.C.)- : :
’ The quote refers to a messenger which would be sent before the
& promised one of God (Messiah) would come. Mark explains that John the
Baptizer ws this person. His prepatory work included: preaching and
e teaching, calling people to .repent, and then to be baptized as a
P testimony of their repentance. John lived off the 1land, yet people
thronged to him. He understood his position and clearly told the
people that God would send another messenger who would be far greater
r than he. ' ‘ :
e NSe 9=l
® Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee (in the north) to be baptized
by John (an act of dedication to God; not for repentance of sin). God
demonstrated the uniqueness of Jesus by sending His Spirit upon Jesus
¢ (descending AS A DOVE, can mean in the form of, or in the same manner
[ 2 as a dove would). God then spoke, identifying Jesus as His Son.
Jesus was then led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness to be
& tested by Satan for 40 days. §
vs. 14-20:
John was imprisoned and Jesus went returned to Galilee to
[ ] proclaim God's message and calling people to repent. There in

Galilee, Jesus called Simon and Andrew (brothers), and James and John
(sons of Zebedee). All four of these men were fishermen. When Jesus
called them to follow Him (as was typical of teachers  of that day and
considered quite an honor), they left everything and went to follow
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vs., 21-28: ;

Jesus then went to Capernaum (a city in the region of Galilee).
On the Sabbath (setting of the Sun on Friday until the setting of the
sun on Saturday; this was a day when the Jews were to do no work)
Jesus went into the synagogue and taught. People were amazed as He
spoke with authority (rather than referring to what ‘'wise" men had
said about God's Word). When a demon-possesséd man entered and stated
who Jesus truly was, Jesus cast out ‘the demon. The people marvelled
at His teaching and His authority over demons and spread the news of
His work.

vs., 29-34: 5
Upon leaving the five (Jesus, James, John, Andrew and Peter) went
to Andrew and Simons' (Simon is also known as Peter) house. Peter's
mother-in-law was sick and Jesus miraculously healed her (the healing
was immediate and complete). The people of the town brouth all the
sick and demon-possessed to Him, there, and he healed them and cast
out the demons. R
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vs, 35-39:
















