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than depending on ourselves. Many times we do not'learn this

James begins into statement on the need for us to submit ourselves to
God. He begins by showing that many of our problems are based over material
objects and that it is our greed and love for the world that gets us into
trouble. God is more than willing and able to answer our prayers, but
if we're just asking to satisfy our greed then He will not answer it.

This type of attitude shows that our priorities and love is toward the
world and not what is best for the Kingdam of God. Placing our greed
and lust before God results in our becoming His enemies and our despising
the one who loves us so. .

God will oppose the proud but thsoe who will humble themselves to
His care He will show grace. We submit to God by resisting Satan and
drawing near to God. He promises us that when we draw near to Him, He
also will draw near to us. This is such an exciting pramise!!  James
tell the Hebrew Christians to wash their hands. Under the old covenant
they were used to various ceremonial washings which would cleanse them
and make them acceptable to God. James is using this to show them that
they need to prepare theimselves for service to God. He goes on to tell
them to grieve, mourn and wail. All this sadness is in reference to their
attitude of repentance now that they realize the enormity of their sin
inthe sight of God.

James speaks concerning our conduct towards one another. He tells
us not to slander. In so doing we speak against God's law and become
a judge of it. By trying to became a judge we set ourselves above the
1aw and we are not worthy of such a position. Only God is capapble of
being a Judge and Lawgiver. Who are we to try to take His place?

James speaks about planning for tomorrow. He speaks in regard to
those who feel that they are in camplete control and have no one to answer
to. He shows that our life is but a brief period that can end at any :
time. Instead, we should have the attitude that God is in control and
we will do things only as He gives us the strength and ability rather . .

is lesson uftil

God has taken our dependence on self away from us through siclaless anc

to serve God and do what is right. It is not necessary
wrong, just fail to do what we should.












