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While Paul and Barnabas were in Antioch of Syria, they heard some
believers from Judea telling the Gentile Christians of the need to

~ accept the customs and laws of the Jews, if they wanted to be saved.
Paul and Barnabas maintdined that faith in Christ was sufficient and
that Christians are no longer under the law of the 0ld Covenant (Paul
later wrote extensively concerning this matter).

It was decided to send Paul, Barnanas and some othar »elievers to
Jerusalem to discuss the matter with the apostles and eldecs of the
Jerusalem church. On the way, Paul and Barnabas continued to spread
the good news of the Gentiles conversions, to the Christians in
Phoenicia and Samaria.

In Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas reported on their activities.
Once again, the matter of obedience to the law of the 0ld Covenant was
brought up by Christians who had been Pharisees (legalistic religious
leaders). Peter stated how God had accepted the Gentiles-- as they
were and that all were now saved by the grace of Jesus and th.t alone.
Paul and Barnanbas spoke of how God had worked amony, the Gentiles.
Then James spoke, demonstrating that the acceptance of the Gentiles
was in fulfillment to prophecy (Amos 9:11,12), James conclusion was
that the Gentiles should avoid food sacrificed to idols (stay ng away
from the appearance of evil and supporting false gods), from sexual
‘immorality, from the meat of strangled znimals and from blood (so as
not to offend the Jewish Christians).

22-35
The leaders decided to send a letter explaining this
understanding, back to the church at Antioch; accompanied by Paul,

Barnabas, Judas (called Barsabbas) and Silas (the latter 2 being
leaders of the Jerusalem church).

Upon arriving in Antioch of Syria, the church gladly received the
letter. Judas and Silas encouraged and strengthened the church there
for a time before they returned home.

Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch teaching and preaching.

36-41

Paul and Barnabas talked about going back.the churches that they
had established on their first journey. They disagreed over taking
John Mark (Barnabas wanted to take him, but Paul did not because John
Mark had deserted them the first time). Barnabas and John Mark went
to Cyprus (where Paul and Barnabas had begun their first journey with
John Mark) and Paul went with Silas through Syria and Cili:ia (going
by land to Asia Minor towards the last churches they had established
on their journey).







