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: Meanwhile, back in Jerusalem, King Ilerod (son of the King Herod
who had killed John the Baptizer and mocked Christ) had James (one of
the 12 apostles and brother of John) arrested and then killed with the
sword. The Jews, who saw the early Christians as ones who were
undermining their beliefs, were pleased to see on of the leaders of
this group killed.

King Herod then had Peter arrested (as a means to remain popular
with his subjects) during the Feast of Unleavened Bread (also known as
the Passover). When the Feast was over (lasted for 1 week), Herod was

planning on having Peter publicly tried.

The Church prayed for Peter earnestly, In answer to their
prayer, God delivered Peter the night before the trial. An angel




V8.

V8.

false prophet who tried to prevent them from telling :1:h:‘:x:::eu‘::,:: )
Christ. Finally Saul (also called PAUL (Greek form o oy il g
Saul]-- which would have made him more readilly accepte Yy i ki
speaking world) spoke against Elynas (or Bar-Jesus) and caus 4 ml'
become blind. When Elymas' master saw his servant blinded at aul's
cormand, he believed the message of God. The man, Sergius Paulus,
happened to be the Roman Governor on the island!

vs. 13-52 i
ni Paul and Barnabas (John Mark makes the voyage with them, but then
returns home upon getting to port) then travelled from Paphos on the
island of Cyprus to the port city of Perga in Asia Minor (Pamphylia
. being a region of Asia Minor-- similar to counties in the United
States). The travelled from there to the city of Antioch in Asia
Minor (different from the one they had begun at). Here in Pisidian
Antioch they went to the Jewish synagogue. They were given the
opportunity to speak following the reading from the Law and the
Prophets.

Paul quickly summarized and reviewed the history of Jewish people
and how Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of the Messianic prophecies
(statements that God would send a "special"™ man to restore the
greatness to the Kingdom of Israel). lle reviewed Jesus' life briefly
and then went on to how God had raised Jesus from the dead. Paul

4 ‘cites 0ld Testament Scriptures to verify that what had happened to
Jesus was truly the fulfillment of the prophecies. Paul now speaks to
those who were gathered concerning the message of salvation that is
available through the Messiah. The people invited them to come back
and speak more about Jesus.

The next week, the synagogue was filled with people from all over
the city to hear the message. When the Jews saw the crowds they were
jealous and “began to argue with Paul. He responded by telling them
that since they had rejected their Messiah, the Gentiles would no be

~ invited t6 come and follow Jesus the Christ! The Gentiles responded
with joy and accepted the Lord. ’ y

~ The Jeus responded by 3ing trouble and getting Paul and

Barnabas evicted from the region. .Paul and Barnabas shook the dust

from th!‘tk::::o:n protety'-nu4uen§ o: to Iconium. The converts in
Pisidian och, ' however, were joyful and the Holy Spir
~ to work in their lives. g it Y Spirit eonttnum
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In Lystra, Paul healed a lame man (lame from birth) as evidence
that what he had been saying about Jesus was true and came from God.
When the crowd saw it, they began to treat Paul and Barnabas as they
would the Greek gods. Paul and Barnabas were furious and spoke to the
people, persuading them that they (Paul and Barnabas) were just
ordinary mortals and that it was the One True God that they. served,
who had healed the lame man through them.

Jews from Pisidian Antioch and from Iconium then came to Lystra
and stirred the people up. They were finally successful in having
Paul stoned (they thought he was dead when they finished). The
Christians went out and brought him back into the city. The next day,
Paul and Barnabas left for Derbe.

21-28

In Derbe they continued to preach and the Lord added to the
church. Paul and Barnabas then re-traced their steps through the
various cities. In each place they met with the Christians to
encourage, strengthen, appoint elders (with prayer and tasting) and
then committed the elders to the Lord's care.

After going through the region of Pisidia (where Al tioch was
located) they went to Perga (preached there) and then over t¢ Attalia.
From Attalia, they sailed back to Antioch of Syria (from where they
had been chosen and sent from) and reported back of how the Lord had
blessed their work.













