COMMENTARY

' ISAIAR

Chapter 56:

GOD extends the invitation of salvation to ANYONE who will 1live for Him. He
encourages those who were once thought of as never being able to be
acceptable in God's sight, that they too, can be one of His people.

His people had been desecrating the sabbath and had broken the Covenant

(established with Moses). God also condmens the practice of the Jews
of self-indulgence,

Chapter 57:

God speaks to those who have disobeyed Him. He condemns them for their
uncontrolled lust, fornication, adultery (much in the name of
"religion"--as it was a practice to engage in such things in
worshipping some of the idols of the day), sacrificing food, drink and
even their own children to these false gods. God warns them of His
coming judgement and tells them to "let their collection of idols save
them".

Those who have tried to obey and repent of their sin, God promises to care for
and restore them with comfort and peace. Those who fail to repent
will find no peace.

Chapter 583
' Israel had set aside a day to fast (go without food) as a symbol of their
repentance. God rebukes them for their meager attempt. They had gond
without food, but they were still sinning in their relationship with
God and their fellow man. This is why God had not responded and
blessed them on behalf of their effort.

God calls for them to truly fast. Not just going without food, but to begin
providing for all of those in need and treating one another with love
and patience. They are to again delight in the day set aside to
worship. If they will do this; then God shall restore their land and
bless them.

Chapter 59:

Isaiah speaks to the people of the extent of their sin. They had become so
vile, that they had separated themselves from God. Those that they
were trusting in, were only going to bring greater destruction upon
them. The people are left without a moral leader to follow.

God will send one to redeem. This Messiah will put on the armor of God (vs.
17). He will punish the enemies of God and will give salvation to
those who repent. Those who repent will also find that God's Spirit
will dwell with them and remind them constantly of God's teaching and
words.

Chapter 60:
God promises to bless and restore those who turn back to Him. Even foreign
powers will God use to bless His people. God shall bless their land
. and they would become prosperous.
The nations would recognize the power of their God. This place will last
forever and God will be their light (see Revelation 22).
















