Revelation Chapter 2:

VS,

VS.

VS,

COMMENTARY g A
. b AT ARt

1-7 A
John begins the messages to each of the 7 churches that he was told to write to.
A messenger from Patmos would come to these cities in the order that John writes |
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to them, . %
John writes as our Lord tells him to write. Jesus begins each letter to each church

with an excerpt of the description of what John had seen. This would quiclky identify
to the readers that it was Jesus who was talking yet someone else ( a govty ofﬁ;"iﬂ’)
would not understand it. Jesus states that Ephesus had remained faithful in action

and deed, BUT they no longer had the same love for their Lord as they did when they
began. They were going through all the right motions, you might say. Jesus tells
them to straighten up or else the lampstand (representing their lights as Christians
and thus their salvation) would be taken from them. The Nicolaitans were a group
of "believers" who still maintained the practice of sin in their lives and made no
effort to accept that such evil was wrong. Jesus warns them at Ephesus to hear His

message and change their ways so that they might have a part of eternal life.

8-11
Jesus tells the church at Smyrna that even though they don't have much in physical
riches that they are rich spiritually. He tells them to continue to remain faithful

even though they are about to go through persecution for a time. In so doing they
will find themselves rewarded for their faithfulness. b
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