Acts 24
Paul was corfronted five days later by the high priest (Ananias)

some elders of the Jewish Temple and a lawyer (Tertullus). Tertullus
praised Felix highly and then proceeded with the charges. Paul was
charged with: 1. being a troublemaker, 2. stirring up riots among
the Jews all over the world, 3. being a ringleader  of the Nazarene
(Jesus was a Nazarene) sect and 4, tried to desecrate tha temple,

Paul then was given a chance to speak. le testified that for the
past 12 days he had been in Jerusalem and that his accusers would not
be able to find one witness of any of the charges he had bean accused

‘ of. Paul argued that Christianity was part of the Jewish religion
(serving the same God and believing in the same hope) and not a new
religion or group (which would be in violation of Roman 1law). Paul
recounted’ the events ‘leading up to his arrest and how there was no
basis for it.

Felix was acquainted with '"the Way" (the Christians) and
understod how it could be part of an already existing religion. He
kept Paul under guard, but gave him great freedom during the time.
Felix hoped the Lysias (the commander in Jerusalem) would he able to

| come and clarify the matter.

Felix and his wife, Drusilla (sister of King Aprippa’ allowed
Paul to teach them more about faith in Christ and -he coming
judgement. .MWhen Paul touched on the coming judgement, Felix had him
stop. Felix hoped that Paul might offer him a bribe for hi. freedom,
but over the next two years, Paul never did; though Felix ta.ked with
him often.

Finally, Felix was relicved Ly Porcius Festus. Wenting to do the
Jews one last favor, he left Paul in prison.

Acts 25

vs, 1-12
Within 3 days of assuming his duties as Governor, Festus went to

Jerusalem. Ti.ere, he was asked by the Jewish relipious leaders to
brin Paul back to Jerusalem for trial (they would have Pzul ambushed
and killed). Festus: insisted on some of them returning to Caesarea
and have the charges presented there.

After 8-10 days with them, he returned and convened the court the
following day. Paul was brought out and many unproven charges were
presented. Paul denied any wrongdoing. Festus, wanting to start out
on good terms with the Jews, sought to do them a favor and asked Paul

/ if he would go to Jerusalem to be tried. Paul then appealed, as a
Koman citizen, to have his court heard before Caesar, betause he was

innocent.
Festus agreed to send Paul to Rome, to have the case tried there.
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